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The Capital City Committee is the preeminent forum for the Government of South Australia and the City of Adelaide 
to work together as partners for the strategic development of Adelaide as the state’s capital. Each year the committee 
publishes an annual report. A companion to the committee’s 2016/17 annual report, this document provides further 
details about city priorities and projects and the work of the committee over the period. 

 

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE  
Established through an Act of Parliament in 1998 (City of Adelaide Act 1998), the Capital City Committee embodies 
recognition of the special role played by the city of Adelaide in South Australia’s social, commercial, cultural and civic life. 
The committee delivers value to the city and the state in a number of ways: by directly funding and delivering projects as 
a lead or partner; acting as a project catalyst to seed promising new initiatives; brokering partnerships and investment; 
building relationships; and maintaining a watching brief on priority city projects. 

In 2016/17 the committee was chaired by the then Deputy Premier and Minister for the City of Adelaide the Hon John Rau 
MP. 

 
For the period 1/7/2016 – 8/12/2016, members were: 

• Deputy Premier, the Hon John Rau MP 
• The Right Hon the Lord Mayor Martin Haese 
• Hon Stephen Mullighan MP 
• Hon Kyam Maher MLC 
• Councillor Natasha Malani (Deputy Lord Mayor at the time of the appointment) 
• Councillor Houssam Abiad 
• Councillor Hender was proxy member 

 
For the period 9/12/2016 – 30/6/2017, members were: 

• Deputy Premier, the Hon John Rau MP 
• The Right Hon the Lord Mayor Martin Haese 
• Hon Stephen Mullighan MP 
• Hon Kyam Maher MLC 
• Deputy Lord Mayor Sandy Verschoor 
• Councillor Houssam Abiad 
• Councillor Wilkinson was proxy member 

 
The Committee met four times during the year: on 23 September 2016, 9 December 2016, 22 February 2017 and 
8 June 2017. 
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CITY DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES 2016/17  
 

 

 
Each year the Capital City Committee is required by legislation to develop, endorse and review a Capital City Development 
Program, setting out what it sees as the priorities for the city. 

During 2016/17, development priorities focussed on city amenity, connectivity and movement; also sustainability of the 
city economy, community and natural environment. Progress relating to each 2016/17 development priority is reported 
below. 

 
 
 
 

OLD ROYAL ADELAIDE HOSPITAL SITE 
REDEVELOPMENT 
(LEAD AGENCY: RENEWAL SA) 

 
With relocation of the Royal Adelaide Hospital (RAH) to its new site in the city’s west end, the old RAH site will be 
transformed into a creation and innovation neighbourhood, creating high-value jobs and industries, securing the future 
for generations of South Australians to come and positioning Adelaide as the startup capital of Australia. In 2016/17 
masterplan proposals for redevelopment of the site were being assessed, with a decision subsequently made to retain the 
project within government. While the detailed masterplan is still evolving, the vision for the site continues to be for a start- 
up hub featuring co-working, business accelerators, new and established companies and a strong university presence 
- all coming together in new ways for a new economic future. 

 
 

L.I.T. Festival: Temporary Activation at Old Royal Adelaide Hospital Site 
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TRAM EXTENSION 
 

 

(LEAD AGENCY: DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 
Extension of the AdeLINK tram network to the 
city’s East End was announced in 2016/17. The 
preferred contractor for the $50 million project 
was selected and the design development phase 
commenced in February 2017. Project construction 
commenced in August 2017 and completion is 
imminent. The City of Adelaide is contributing 
an additional $5 million to fund upgrading of the 
public realm including the planned East End tram 
stop. 

More broadly, investigation of options for the 
possible expansion of Adelaide’s tram network 
across the CBD, inner and middle Adelaide 

was also undertaken in 2016/17. The project delivered business cases for the expansion of the AdeLINK network and 
recommended priorities for construction. The City of Adelaide and other inner and middle ring councils, as well as 
community, were involved in identification and analysis of route options for the network in early 2017. 

 
 
 

CENTRAL MARKET ARCADE REDEVELOPMENT 
(LEAD AGENCY: CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 
The Market District incorporates the Adelaide Central 
Market, the Central Market Arcade, Market Plaza and 
Chinatown, Her Majesty’s Theatre and the restaurant 
strip of Gouger Street. The ‘Our Market District’ Plan 
completed in 2015 provides the strategic framework for 
development of this district over the next three decades, 
with the arcade a priority for revitalisation. In March 
2016, council resolved to take care and control of the 
arcade site building on expiration of the ground lease in 
September 2018. 

 
Following this decision council established an arcade 
reference group and commissioned Hames Sharley 
to develop a masterplan for the site. The plan was 
completed and endorsed by council in late 2016. 
Following extensive public consultation, the site’s 
Community Land status was revoked in September 2017. 
In mid-2017, an international expressions of interest (EOI) 
process was launched seeking a development partner for 
the project, for announcement in 2018. Central Market Arcade Entrance 

Tram Stop, King William Street 
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GLENELG TO ADELAIDE PARKLANDS (GAP) 
 

 

RECYCLED WATER 
(LEAD AGENCY: CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 
 

The Glenelg to Adelaide Parklands 
(GAP) Recycled Water pipeline treats 
and supplies recycled water from the 
Glenelg Wastewater Treatment Plant 
to the Adelaide CBD and parklands. In 
2016/17 the feasibility of expanding 
the project to supply Adelaide Oval 
and Adelaide Golf Course was 
explored in conjunction with SA Water. 
Investigations were also undertaken into 
how the salinity of the treated water 
can be reduced, noting that the water 
is suitable for horticultural use, and the 
cost of desalination is prohibitively high. 

 
 
 
 

TEN GIGABIT ADELAIDE 
(LEAD AGENCY: CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 
 

Ten Gigabit Adelaide is a revolutionary high- 
speed, high-performance fibre optic data 
network that is being rolled out to commercial 
buildings across the city of Adelaide. 
The network will enable businesses and 
organisations to share and receive high volumes 
of data at phenomenal 10Gbps data speeds and 
potentially deliver significant economic benefits 
through a range of local and international 
applications. In 2016/17 City of Adelaide 
undertook major feasibility work to explore 
funding models and benefits of such a network. 
An initial feasibility report was considered by 
council in September 2016 and a decision 
made to proceed with development of a full 
business case. The City of Adelaide has since 
partnered with TPG Telecom as Official Network 
Provider to deliver the fibre optic network, and 
rollout of Ten Gigabit Adelaide to commercial 
buildings across the city. Connected City 

Bragg Park / Ngampa Yarta (Park 5) 
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LANEWAYS REVITALISATION 
(LEAD AGENCIES: RENEWAL SA AND CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 

 

 
 

The Laneways Masterplan has laid the groundwork 
for the Market to Riverbank Link project, a $14.6m 
revitalisation of Bank, Leigh, Topham, Bentham 
and Pitt Streets over two years. The project has 
been a collaboration of Renewal SA and City of 
Adelaide with $7.3M being invested by each partner. 
Design concepts for Bank Street and Topham Mall 
North were completed in September 2016, with 
construction on Bank Street commencing in March. 
In May, development of preliminary design concepts 
for Topham Mall South, Bentham and Pitt Streets 
commenced. Traders have been involved throughout 
the design and implementation process. In 
consultation with traders, a six month trial closure of 
Peel Street (adjacent Leigh Street) also commenced 
in January 2017. Following the trial the street was 
permanently closed to traffic in August 2017. Stage 
one construction (Bank Street and Topham Mall 
North) was completed in December 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 

CURRIE - GRENFELL STREET CORRIDOR 
(LEAD AGENCY: CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 

 

The City of Adelaide 2016-2020 Strategic Plan 
includes an objective to explore, in partnership with the 
South Australian Government, redeveloping the Currie- 
Grenfell Street corridor as a public transport boulevard, 
to cater for increased demand. Initial survey work of 
the corridor, supporting the development of concept 
proposals, was completed in September 2016. 
Concept options for short term improvements for 
bus stop relocation and bus stop infrastructure were 
completed in January 2017. The City of Adelaide has 
developed multiple concept options for the long term 
planning of these streets, with a view to partnering 
with the State Government to redevelop this corridor. 
A key driver has been the rapid decline of road 
condition due to the change in volume of heavy vehicle 
use since the opening of the oBahn extension. 

Bank Street following Redevelopment 

Digital Signage on Currie Street 
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NORTH TERRACE WEST STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
(LEAD AGENCY: RENEWAL SA AND CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 

 

 
 

Renewal SA and the City of Adelaide, 
together with the Department of 
Planning, Transport and Infrastructure 
established a partnership in December 
2016 to develop a North Terrace 
West Strategic Framework. The 
framework will inform updating of the 
North Terrace masterplan to facilitate 
connectivity between Adelaide BioMed 
City and surrounds. A major element 
of the work was a movement concept 
study that was completed in May 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 

NORTH TERRACE CENTRAL 
(LEAD AGENCIES: RENEWAL SA AND CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 
 

Vacant and Underutilised Buildings 

Vacant, underutilised and poorly maintained 
buildings on North Terrace between Pulteney 
and King William Streets are a problem for the 
city’s premier cultural boulevard. In 2016/17 
there were discussions with property owners and 
investigations continued into how the situation 
could be resolved including thorough adaptive 
reuse strategies. A challenge with developing 
many character buildings is the expense and 
difficulty of meeting current National Construction 
Code (Building Code) standards. An amended 
Ministerial Specification has been published to 
better respond to these challenges, providing 
options for upgrading these types of building. 
See ‘Building Code’ section for more information. 

 
North Terrace Bud Lighting 

The North Terrace Bud Lighting project saw just 
over 100 trees along the northern side of North 
Terrace illuminated with bud lights, enhancing the 
night time appeal of this preeminent precinct. North Terrace Bud Lighting Project 

South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute 
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BIKEWAYS 
(LEAD AGENCY: CITY OF ADELAIDE) 

 

 

 
 

In 2016/17 the City of Adelaide in partnership with the 
South Australian Government announced $12 million 
in joint funding over two years to deliver high quality 
continuous North to South and East to West bikeways 
through the city of Adelaide and to initiate a point-to-point 
bike share scheme in the city. A bikeways summit and 
follow up design charrette, held in October 2016, brought 
industry and stakeholders together to commence the 
design process. 

In May 2017, tenders were invited for construction of 
the North – South Bikeway. Design and construction 
contracts were awarded to Tonkin Consulting (for detailed 
design of one portion of the bikeway) and Outside Ideas 
(to construct another portion of the bikeway). The City 
of Adelaide also contributed streetscape design and 
is building the remainder of the bikeway. A significant 
portion has been opened to the public, with completion of 
the final section scheduled for the end of August 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING CODE 
(LEAD AGENCY: DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 
 

In May 2015, the Department of Planning, Transport and 
Infrastructure (DPTI) commenced development of a draft 
Minster’s Specification for upgrading health and safety in existing 
buildings in conjunction with two working groups including 
representatives from the Property Council, City of Adelaide 
and the public and private sector. By providing consistency and 
certainty for building owners, investors, designers and assessors, 
the aim was to encourage the redevelopment of existing 
buildings, including C and D grade office buildings and potentially 
a number of the under-utilised North Terrace buildings, where it 
may not have been economic to do so under the existing building 
code. Minister’s Specification ‘Upgrading health and safety in 
existing buildings’ (SA 2017) brings down the number of building 
performance standards applicable under the code from 79 to 24 
across the state, to provide planning decision makers, property 
owners, tenants, developers and builders with greater clarity 
regarding upgrades of existing buildings. 

City Bike Paths 

North Terrace 
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SMART CITY 
(LEAD AGENCIES: CITY OF ADELAIDE AND DEPARTMENT OF STATE DEVELOPMENT) 

 

 

 
 

City of Adelaide’s smart city program seeks to enhance the city experience through technology. In 2016/17 the focus of 
the program was on three key initiatives: 

 

• city parking experience - City of Adelaide worked on improving the on street and off street car parking 
experience for city users through use of smart technologies enabling real-time and interactive parking 
information and making it easier to find, access, pay, and utilise car parking in the city 

• city information/ insights – City of Adelaide initiative aimed at connecting and informing through open access to 
reliable information, enabling evidence based decision making that is relevant and sustainable 

• city connectivity - extending City of Adelaide connectivity through smart technologies such as WiFi, sensor 
networks and connected devices in areas such as waste management, wayfinding, lighting, parking, 
environmental monitoring, and supporting the carbon neutral agenda. 

 
 
 
 

CARBON NEUTRAL ADELAIDE 
(LEAD AGENCIES: CITY OF ADELAIDE AND DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT AND WATER) 

 
 

Building on Adelaide’s international reputation as a green, 
liveable, smart and creative city, Carbon Neutral Adelaide 
seeks to establish the city of Adelaide as the world’s first 
carbon neutral city, delivering economic opportunities 
and job creation. In September 2016, the Premier and 
the Lord Mayor launched the Siemens’ report: Carbon 
Neutral Adelaide: Comparing the benefits of technology 
choices. The report assesses the performance of over 
70 technologies from the transport, building and energy 
sectors to reduce carbon emissions, improve air quality and 
increase new jobs in the local economy. A joint initiative of 
the City of Adelaide and the State Government, the Carbon 
Neutral Adelaide Action Plan 2016 - 2021 was launched in 
November 2016. 

 
The City of Adelaide and Department for Environment and 
Water jointly funded the Sustainability Incentives Scheme 
in 2016-17, providing rebates to over 70 city businesses, 
residents and community organisations. The scheme 
provides rebates for sustainable technologies such as solar 
photovoltaics (PV), energy storage and monitoring systems, 
LED lighting upgrades and electric vehicle charging points. 
During 2016-17 approximately $150,000 in rebates 
leveraged $1.23 million total investment in the city. 

In October 2016, the State Government announced 
the winners of the 2016 Low Carbon Entrepreneurs 
Prize. Enecon took out first prize, with a carbon neutral 
tri-generation system, and Ecocaddy’s Eco Cart was 
the runner up. The City of Adelaide endorsed the Solar 
Savers Adelaide program, providing upfront funding 
for the purchase and installation of solar PV panels for 
low-income earners and rental residential properties. 
Forty residential properties participated in Stage 1, 
with participant selection commencing in March 2016. 

 
Also in March 2017, a 12 month Compostable and 
Reusable Coffee Cup Pilot commenced in the city. 
The Carbon Neutral Adelaide Partners Program, 
launched in May 2017 with 40 founding partners, 
now has approximately 150 Carbon Neutral Adelaide 
partners, representing businesses of all sizes, peak 
organisations, the university sector and not-for-profit 
organisations that are contributing to emissions 
reduction in the City. 
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CITY RESIDENTIAL GROWTH 
 

 

(LEAD AGENCIES: CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE AND CITY OF ADELAIDE) 
 
 

In 2016/17 the Government of South Australia together 
with City of Adelaide had significant residential population 
growth targets for the city as a means of increasing 
vibrancy, developing the economy and reducing urban 
sprawl. In March 2016 the partners jointly commissioned 
a major research study into the market for Adelaide city 
living and best ways to attract people into the city. Data 
from the study was released in late 2017, identifying 
key areas of opportunity which include: attracting 
and retaining skilled migrants and high performing 
international students in the city; incentivising city housing 
purchase; and ensuring city housing product meets 
market requirements. Council is finalising its Residential 
Growth Action Plan in light of the research findings. 

In related initiatives developed in 2016-17, the City of 
Adelaide in July 2017 introduced five year rate rebates 
for owner-occupiers of new ‘off-the-plan’ apartments, as 
well as apartments newly redeveloped from low grade 
commercial building stock, to encourage adaptive re- 
use. The State Government similarly committed to partial 
stamp duty concessions of up to $15,500 through to 
30 June 2018, $10,000 pre-construction grants on 
sales until 30 September 2017, and five year land tax 
exemption for investors entering into eligible off-the-plan 
apartment contracts. 

 
 
 
 

STAMP DUTY CONCESSIONS 
(LEAD AGENCY: DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY AND FINANCE) 

 
 

Stamp duty concessions for purchase 
of new city and inner rim ‘off the plan’ 
apartments were first introduced by the 
South Australian Government in 2012 to 
encourage take up of apartment living. 
The concessions (capped at stamp duty 
payable on a $500,000 apartment) 
were extended to 30 June 2017 and 
made available across the state, and 
following this have been extended for a 
further year to 30 June 2018. 

Ergo Apartments Community Event 

UNO Apartments, Waymouth Street 
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