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A MESSAGE FROM
THE COMMITTEE
Over the past year Adelaide’s city centre has
continued its transformation and improvement
as a vibrant, modern and happening small city.
The Capital City Committee, a legislated partnership between the
Government of South Australia and the Adelaide City Council,
is committed to the ongoing development of Adelaide and
enhancing it as the State’s capital, for the economic, social
and cultural benefit of all South Australians. This year the
Committee has continued to play a key role by facilitating,
initiating and partnering on a range of projects in the city.
In the space of seven months, a million visitors have passed
through the gates of the redeveloped Adelaide Oval, many of
these people have accessed the ground via the new Riverbank
Bridge that links Adelaide Oval, the Riverbank, the Festival
Centre and the broader CBD. Stage one of the Victoria Square
/ Tarntanyangga redevelopment was completed and the first
half of the Rundle Mall upgrade opened, with the second half
on track for completion later in 2014. In the north-west of
the city, the health and biomedical precinct has rapidly taken
shape, with the iconic South Australian Health and Medical
Research Institute opened, the construction of the new Royal
Adelaide Hospital advanced and two additional research and
education buildings announced for development. Adjoining this
precinct construction progressed on the expanded Adelaide
Convention Centre.
Alongside the major infrastructure projects, many smaller
scale projects rolled out during 2013–2014 also contributed
to the betterment of the city. The new small venue license
category, along with Splash Adelaide and placemaking
projects in Bank Street, Peel Street, Leigh Street, Melbourne
Street, Hindley Street, Riverbank and Topham Mall continued to
activate and enliven the city’s side streets, laneways and spaces
between buildings.

Through the Committee’s 2013 Forum Good Evening,
Adelaide! a new night time economy strategy for creating a
vibrant, safe and diverse night time economy in the city was
launched. The Committee’s Forum in June 2014 showcased
AdelaideFree WiFi, the new city-wide outdoor WiFi network.
Its benefits to business, future potential and global trends in
digital technologies were presented and discussed with city
businesses and technology stakeholders.
Building on the Committee’s previous work around
entrepreneurialism, HUB Adelaide was opened in Peel Street.
Work continued to establish a new Creative Arts Centre at
the St Pauls Function Centre; it includes the new Music
Development Office and an industry led high-tech music
cluster. Adelaide City Council in conjunction with many
partners also initiated the ‘City of Entrepreneurs’ project to
investigate, innovate and encourage this growing sector.
Together the Adelaide City Council and the Government of
South Australia successfully hosted Velo-city Global 2014,
Australia’s largest cycling planning conference, along with the
companion Velo-fringe event. In the lead up to Velo-city Global
2014, the Committee led discussions around consolidating
both Government of South Australia and Adelaide City Council
plans towards making ‘Adelaide more bike friendly’.
Finally, during the year the Committee was interested in the
developments that led to the announcement of the Adelaide
City Council’s new sister city relationship with Qingdao,
complementing the Government of South Australia’s
long-standing relationship with the province of Shandong.

Change in Adelaide is being recognised abroad through a
number of significant indices: its listing in the Lonely Planet’s
Top 10 list of cities to visit in 2014; its inclusion in the National
Geographic series, showcasing smart and liveable cities; its
consistent recording of high scores in liveability rankings;
and the growth in the number of prominent travel articles
highlighting Adelaide. The interest in Adelaide has also been
boosted by the release of the powerful ‘Adelaide Breathe’
tourism campaign.
We sincerely thank past and current Committee members, our
Senior Officers Group, and the Committee’s Directorate for
their work throughout 2013–2014.
As a partnership, the Committee continues to be a place for
strengthening relationships between the Government of South
Australia and the Adelaide City Council, reinforcing their longterm commitment to work together, with the goal of integrating
efforts and investment for the city’s benefit.
On behalf of the Capital City Committee we commend
this report as the record of the Committee’s priorities and
outcomes for 2013–2014.
Hon John Rau MP
Deputy Premier
10 September 2014

Stephen Yarwood
The Right Hon the Lord Mayor
10 September 2014
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ABOUT THE
COMMITTEE
THE COMMITTEE
Established through an Act of Parliament in 1998 – the City
of Adelaide Act – the Capital City Committee is a recognition
of the special role played by the City of Adelaide in South
Australia’s social, commercial, cultural and civic life. The
Committee is a partnership of the Government of South
Australia (the Government) and the Adelaide City Council
(the Council) at the highest political level. This unique
inter-governmental body exists to promote the strategic
development of Adelaide as the capital of South Australia.
The Committee’s legislative foundation gives a clear signal
that the commitment to collaborate is backed by real
intentions. The Committee delivers value to the city and the
state by managing projects. It has a research function, acts
as a project catalyst to seed promising new initiatives, brokers
partnerships and investment, builds relationships and engages
stakeholders and holding events. It does this by delivering
partnership projects, or collaborative projects led by either the
Government, the Council, or with partners.

HOW THE COMMITTEE WORKS

SENIOR OFFICERS GROUP

DIRECTORATE

As a partnership, the Committee is about building relationships
between the Government and the Council and reinforcing
their long-term commitment to work together, with the goal
of integrating efforts and investment for the city’s benefit. The
Committee’s role is one of facilitation, coordination and advice;
formal decisions are referred to State Government Cabinet and
the Council. As set out in the City of Adelaide Act 1998 the
Committee has broad legislative functions (refer to Appendix 2)
to enhance and promote the development of the city of
Adelaide, and requirements to:

The Capital City Committee has the power to establish
subcommittees and set up a Senior Officers Group of
executives from the Council and the Government (refer to
Appendix 3 for membership).

The Capital City Committee Directorate provides high-level
executive and strategic support to the Capital City Committee
to ensure it delivers on its priorities and continues to
strengthen city-state relations.

The role and function of the Committee’s Senior Officers
Group is to:

The Directorate ensures that the Committee’s legislative
functions are met by:

»» Identify items and issues for discussion and consideration
by the Capital City Committee at its meetings

»» Identifying and promoting strategic opportunities

»» Meet at least four times a year
»» Hold an annual Forum with city stakeholders
»» Prepare an annual Capital City Development Program that
identifies priorities and guides work
»» Publish an Annual Report that is tabled in both Houses of
Parliament and presented to the Adelaide City Council
For 2013–2014, meetings were held on 17 July 2013,
22 October 2013, 16 May 2014 and 20 June 2014. The
Committee’s Forum was held on 26 June 2014.
Part 2 of the City of Adelaide Act 1998 sets out ‘Collaborative
arrangements for the strategic development of the City of
Adelaide’ and specifies the Committee’s functions, membership,
proceedings, reporting and administrative arrangements.

»» Propose initiatives for consideration by the Capital City
Committee
»» Progress work of the Capital City Committee, as directed,
outside of Capital City Committee meetings
»» Undertake other tasks as directed by the Capital City
Committee.
The Senior Officers Group plays an important role in
maintaining a collaborative approach and coordinating
activities between the two spheres of government in relation to
the Committee’s priorities.

»» Undertaking and disseminating research to promote the
city’s development
»» Engaging with city stakeholders and developing alliances
»» Delivering and facilitating projects with others
»» Supporting the convening of four meetings of the
Committee each year and an annual engagement Forum
with city stakeholders
»» Publishing a Capital City Development Program and an
Annual Report each year
»» Supporting the Committee’s Senior Officers Group.
The Government (through the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet) and the Council jointly fund the Directorate (refer to
Appendix 4 for Directorate team).

► Riverbank Bridge and Adelaide Oval, Adelaide, June 2014

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The Capital City Committee brings to the table some of
South Australia’s most senior political figures, including the
Premier, Deputy Premier, the Lord Mayor, State Government
Cabinet Ministers and elected members of Adelaide City
Council. Following the State Election in March 2014,
the Hon Susan Close MP (Minister for Manufacturing and
Innovation; Minister for Automotive Transformation; Minister
for the Public Sector), the Hon Stephen Mullighan MP (Minister
for Transport and Infrastructure; Minister Assisting the Minister
for Planning; Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing and
Urban Development), joined Committee members the Hon
John Rau MP as Committee Chair (Deputy Premier; Attorney
General; Minister for Justice Reform; Minister for Planning;
Minister for Housing and Urban Development; Minister for
Industrial Relations), the Lord Mayor Stephen Yarwood, Deputy
Lord Mayor Natasha Malani, and Central Ward Councillor
Megan Hender (refer to Appendix 1 for Capital City
Committee membership).
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CAPITAL CITY
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM
PRIORITIES

Over the course of the financial year, both the Government
and the Council have continued their commitment towards
activating the city’s laneways, side streets and spaces
between buildings.
Council undertook its third round of ‘Splash Adelaide’ with
another large range of community led projects and urban
experiments, to bring life to city streets and spaces. Over 120
applications for projects were received, 85 projects and events
were supported by Splash all over the city, with 10 events
held more than once. Splash Adelaide has also generated a
great deal of ‘digital buzz’, recording over 9,600 Facebook
likes; 4,650 Twitter followers; 1,450 Instagram followers; and
248,000 website visits.

The Government has led placemaking projects on Bank Street
and Leigh Street. For both Council and the Government, this
area linking the Adelaide Oval with the Adelaide Railway Station
through to the Central Market plays a vital role in revitalising
the CBD. Following on from upgrades to public realm
infrastructure – such as the addition of lighting, greening,
street side furniture, and parklets in 2012–2013 – these
locations have been used for many events showcasing South
Australian food, wine and entertainment. A formal evaluation
on the closure of Leigh Street was undertaken and resulted in
the Council approving the permanent closure of Leigh Street
in September 2013. In addition, the Blue Hive was developed
on the Riverbank and used for a range of events that have
activated the space on a regular basis. The revitalisation of
Leigh Street, Bank Street and Peel Street has highlighted how
an improved and activated public realm can boost opportunities
to increase activity, improve safety, support outdoor dining,
and encourage people to linger in the city’s public spaces.
► Rediscover Hindley, Peel Street, Adelaide, December 2013

Each year, the Capital City Committee endorses a Capital
City Development Program, setting out its main priorities
for the future to achieve its vision. For 2013–2014, the
Committee’s Development Program covered a diverse range of
initiatives, including new strategies to boost the city’s evening
and night time economies, sustainability projects to retrofit
city commercial buildings, activities to strengthen Adelaide’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem, collaborations to create a more
cycling friendly city, and smart technology solutions for business
and leisure. These initiatives support the Committee’s aims
to reinforce Adelaide’s reputation as one of the world’s most
liveable cities, and strengthen its position as one of the world’s
great small cities.

ACTIVATED SIDE STREETS, LANEWAYS
AND SPACES BETWEEN BUILDINGS

The Capital City Development Program reinforces the
commitment of the Government and the Council to work
together to achieve positive outcomes in the City of Adelaide,
for all South Australians. The success of these projects also
relies on partnerships with many others such as business,
creative organisations and research sectors.
The Committee identified the following priorities for 2013–
2014: Activated Side Streets, Laneways and Spaces between
Buildings; Responsive Planning Systems; An Active Transport
Policy for the City; Early Evening Experience and Late Night
Economy; City Promotion; Environmental Sustainability;
Connected Smart City; and An Entrepreneurial Adelaide.
The Committee endorsed the Capital City Development
Program for 2013–2014 in May 2013. The Development
Program was referred to the Government and the Council for
noting, as is required under legislation.
► Velo–city Global 2104, King William Street, Adelaide, May 2014

(Image courtesy Adelaide City Council)

In September 2013, Council endorsed a new placemaking
strategy that aims to embrace the ideas, energy and capital
of local people by working with them to create a collection
of places with distinct character and style within a series of
connected, unique districts. As part of this strategy Council’s
new placemaking team has commenced work on three pilot
projects (Melbourne Street, Hindley Street West, and combined
laneways of Topham Mall, Waymouth Street, Bentham Street
and Pitt Street) and developing three District Plans.

The city’s laneways have also been further activated through
the Government’s introduction of a Small Venue License
category. To support this, the Government has established
a Small Venues Case Management service, which is free
of charge and assists proponents navigating the regulatory
processes such as planning, building and liquor licensing. By
the end of the 2013–2014 financial year, 20 small venues
were open, 7 further applications were approved and yet to
open, and another 13 applications are under assessment or
under case management.

CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE ADELAIDE ANNUAL REPORT 2013–2014
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MAJOR CITY
PROJECTS
Adelaide’s historic investment in major city infrastructure
continued apace in this reporting period. The Government and
Council, along with the Australian Government, the property
and building sectors, and some city universities, invested
heavily in iconic city projects, for the benefit of the city and
all South Australians. Many of these projects have created
conditions favourable for private investors to consider either
redeveloping or undertaking new developments in the city
centre, the hotel sector being one example.
The Capital City Committee has maintained its ‘watching brief’
on major city projects, in line with requirements of the City of
Adelaide Act 1998 and the Committee’s coordination role, to
ensure integration of effort and investment.

► Riverbank, Adelaide, April 2014

► First AFL game at redeveloped Adelaide Oval, Adelaide, March 2014

RIVERBANK PRECINCT

ADELAIDE OVAL AND RIVERBANK BRIDGE

The Riverbank Precinct is estimated to be the location of
$4 billion of Government and private sector investment
planned or under construction. It is a key area for realizing
the Government’s ambition to revitalize the city. Following on
from the release of the Greater Riverbank Implementation Plan
for consultation in June 2013, the Government commenced
consultation on and then approved the Development Plan
Amendment (DPA) for the areas adjacent the River Torrens,
between the Adelaide Festival Centre Plaza through to the
new Royal Adelaide Hospital site and along North Terrace.
The Riverbank DPA proposed to create a new Riverbank Zone
that encourages development of a mixture of entertainment,
accommodation and shops; introduce two policy areas within
the Riverbank Zone, a Health Policy Area and an Entertainment
Policy Area with guidance on desired uses and building
designs; and allow redevelopment of the State Heritage listed
Adelaide Festival Plaza and car park. In addition, in September
2013, in line with recommendations of its Economic
Development Board, the Government established a new
Statutory Authority to facilitate events, coordinate development
and promote the Riverbank Precinct. The Authority will also be
tasked with promoting the precinct as a tourist destination.

Following the successful Ashes Test cricket series held at the
redeveloped Adelaide Oval in December 2013, the facility was
unveiled officially in March 2014 with a twilight football match,
to a sell out crowd who could also enjoy a concert. Redeveloped
at a cost of $535 million, the Adelaide Oval recorded its one
millionth visitor in June 2014, and there have been over
100,000 crossings of the footbridge since its opening to
pedestrians in December 2013. A report for the government
estimated that the redevelopment will generate more than
$111 million in economic activity each year in the City of
Adelaide (direct and flow on spending), create 405 new full-time
jobs and attract an extra one million people to the city each
year. It is also forecast that Adelaide CBD businesses such as
retail and hospitality outlets will enjoy benefits from increased
expenditure and activity. Increases in overnight stays at some
adjacent hotels have been attributed to the Oval upgrade.
This reporting period coincided with the official completion of a
new city landmark, the Riverbank Bridge marked by a ceremony
and community event to switch on the water feature and the
coloured LED lighting system. The $40 million footbridge is an
integral element of the Riverbank’s transformation, and a key
pedestrian link between the oval, the city’s cultural precinct
around the Festival Centre, and the Adelaide CBD beyond.

► Official opening of the South Australian Health and

Medical Research Institute, North Terrace, Adelaide,
November 2013
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► Movies at Victoria Square/Tarntanyangga, Adelaide, April 2014

► New Royal Adelaide Hospital under construction, Adelaide, June 2014

► Adelaide Convention Centre Redevelopment, Adelaide, April 2014

(Image courtesy Adelaide City Council)

ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE

VICTORIA SQUARE / TARNTANYANGGA HEALTH AND BIOMEDICAL PRECINCT
The first $28 million stage of the redevelopment of Victoria
Square was unveiled in January 2014, ahead of the opening
night concert for Tour Down Under 2014. The Square’s central
roadway – linking the Square’s southern and northern ends, and
connecting Grote Street and Wakefield Street – was renamed
‘Reconciliation Plaza’ and opened in May 2014. The Plaza has
been designed for use as an events space. Stage One has
delivered a new lawned amphitheatre, a new road with bus and
bike lanes, a water play fountain, ‘plug and play’ infrastructure,
drinking fountains, toilets, bike racks, shade, lighting, seating,
garden beds and trees. Other significant progress during
this reporting period included relocating and commencing
reconstruction of the heritage-listed Three Rivers Fountain. In
addition to Tour Down Under 2014, the new look Square has
hosted many events and activities such as The Royal Croquet
Club as a venue for the Adelaide Fringe 2014 (attracting some
100,000 people) and Tasting Australia’s ‘Town Square’ during
April and May 2014 (attracting approximately 50,000 people).

This city’s north-west corner is set to become home to the
largest health and biomedical precinct in the southern
hemisphere. In December 2013 the much-anticipated official
opening of the South Australian Health and Medical Research
Institute (SAHMRI) took place. SAHMRI is a flagship health and
medical research centre, purpose built at a cost of $200 million,
with state of the art facilities designed to house some 600
researchers in a collaborative environment. In a short time
it has achieved iconic status due to its stunning design. A
second SAHMRI facility is also in the pipeline. Construction
is well advanced on the new Royal Adelaide Hospital, due
to open in 2016. Plans are underway to build two additional
facilities in coming years – focusing on cancer research and
medical and nursing education – made possible with funding
from the Australian Government (which provided an extra
$100 million), South Australian Government, and two of the
city’s main universities (the University of Adelaide and the
University of South Australia).

► Rundle Mall, Adelaide, June 2014

RUNDLE MALL
Substantial progress was made this year on upgrading
Rundle Mall, a $25 million project of the Council to modernize
this precinct as the city’s premier shopping destination, a
home to some 700 retailers, 15 arcades and centres and four
department stores. The project’s first two stages were unveiled
in December 2013, in time for the Christmas trading period.
The main changes included a new boulevard that opens
up the Mall, more space for people to relax, new seating,
and outlets for ‘plug and play’ vendors. Council announced
construction of the next stages in January 2014, for the
section from Gawler Place east to Pulteney Street. New works
will include construction of an improved Gawler Place canopy.
During this period Council also oversaw the management of
the Rundle Mall Innovation Fund. The Rundle Mall Master Plan
guides the project’s implementation and HASSELL has led the
design work to revitalize Rundle Mall’s look and feel.

The South Australian Government’s $350 million expansion
of the Adelaide Convention Centre aims to reaffirm its place
as one of the world’s premier conference centres, boosting
the State’s economy and its tourism industry. The expanded
centre will offer one of the largest, most flexible and up-todate conference facilities available anywhere in the world.
It is estimated that over 300 construction jobs have been
created by this project, and hundreds of hospitality and
catering jobs will follow once the works are completed.
Construction highlights during this reporting period included
a key phase of Stage One, the installation of the highest part
of the steel structure, known as ‘topping out’. In November
2013, the Government announced the establishment of a
new $2 million ‘bid fund’ over two years, to help attract more
top level and international events. The Convention Centre’s
latest fly-through video was designed to showcase both the
transformed Riverbank precinct and the new Centre’s facilities
with a virtual tour. The new look Convention Centre will be a
seamless integration of the current building with three newly
created buildings, to become one of the centerpieces of the
revitalized Riverbank Precinct.
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► Riverbank Bridge, Adelaide, April 2014

ACTIVE TRANSPORT
POLICY FOR THE CITY
The Council and the Government (Department of Planning,
Transport and Infrastructure) jointly hosted Velo-city Global
2014, Australia’s largest cycling planning conference, from
27-30 May 2014 attracting 570 delegates from 34 countries,
and contributing over $3 million to Adelaide’s economy. The
conference is operated by the European Cyclists’ Federation
(ECF) and acknowledged as the world’s premier cycle planning
event. The Adelaide event was the first time it had been held
in the southern hemisphere. Velo-city Global 2014 marked

the culmination of a three year journey since the Capital City
Committee first discussed making a submission to host the
event in 2011. Of those who attended, the overwhelming
majority of delegates were inspired by the speakers, gained
new knowledge and made new contacts; stated the impact of
the conference of cycling was positive or very positive; and felt
the conference program, venue and speakers were either very
good or exceptional.

► Frome Street Bikeway Opening, Adelaide, May 2014

Alongside the main conference, the inaugural Velo-fringe
cycling festival was held to enable the community to
participate and encourage more people to get on their
bikes. As part of Velo-fringe 34 events were scheduled and
several thousand people participated in events in Adelaide,
the metropolitan area, and other parts of the State. The
presentation of Adelaide as a bike friendly city to Velo-city
Global conference delegates was important. The event also
showcased the joint work of the Council and the Government
to improve cycling infrastructure in the Adelaide CBD.
Spurred on by the Velo-city Global 2014 and at the
Committee’s request, in October 2013 The Committee
received a report about steps to make Adelaide a more ‘bike
friendly city’. This work highlighted: the rationale and benefits
of developing a bike friendly culture; work being done;
mechanisms for change; further engagement required; and
how to measure success. This work continues to be overseen
by the joint Council and Government Bicycle Infrastructure
Group, with the ambition to identify, design and deliver
enhanced cycling infrastructure in the city.

One of the aims of Smart Move, The City of Adelaide’s
Transport and Movement Strategy 2012-22 is to not only
promote walking, cycling and public transport, but also
optimise the existing road space and the car parking spaces
in the city. Following extensive consultation, the Frome Street
Bikeway opened in May 2014, running from the South Park
Lands to Pirie Street. Eventually the bikeway will be extended
as far as Fitzroy Terrace, creating the first continuous bike route
through the city in the north-south direction. Other key cycling
infrastructure projects in the city delivered during 2013–2014
have included: Pirie Street bike lanes; Hindley Street West
redevelopment; Waymouth Street bike lanes; Pulteney Street
bike boxes; and the Peacock Road / South Terrace intersection
improvements. Bike parking and rails have also been added at
numerous locations across the city, including Adelaide Oval,
UParks, Victoria Square and Rundle Mall.
The Adelaide Free City Bikes scheme has also been expanded
over the past year, with city hire locations increasing from 12
to 20, including the Adelaide Train Station. Council and the
Government have also collaborated on programs aimed at
encouraging cycling such as Ride2Work day, Tour de Work,
Bike2Eat Week, and the Smarter Travel @ Work. In addition,
the Be Aware and Share campaign to develop respect
between pedestrians, cyclists and drivers was developed
and its messages were delivered through a number of media
outlets, including advertisements on the tram and in the RAA’s
SA Motor magazine, path decals and signage.
Infrastructure projects that have enhanced the environment in
the city for pedestrians include the: Adelaide Oval; Riverbank
and Riverbank Bridge; Victoria Square / Tarntanyangga; Rundle
Mall and Hindley Street West, along with the installation of
more pedestrian countdown timers.

“Adelaide is an increasingly bike-friendly city, and we are aiming to
double the number of people cycling in South Australia by 2020.”
The Hon Stephen Mulligan MP, Velo-City Global Closing, 30 May 2014
CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE ADELAIDE ANNUAL REPORT 2013–2014
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ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY

CITY INVESTMENT,
ATTRACTION AND
PROMOTION
Tourism is an important industry to the State, and a key
economic driver, contributing $5.1 billion to the South
Australian economy in 2013. The Council and the South
Australian Tourism Commission opened the new Adelaide
Visitor Information Centre in James Place in the Adelaide CBD
in June 2014. The new joint-funded facility is operated by
Council and staffed by over 50 Council volunteers who will
provide tourist information to visitors.
In May 2014 Adelaide City Council announced its first sister
city relationship in 30 years with Qingdao, an industrial
mega-city in the Chinese province of Shandong. The new
relationship upgrades the former ‘friendly co-operative’
agreement. The agreement is expected to have wide-ranging
benefits for Adelaide in areas such as tourism, business
migration, overseas investment, and trade and exports. The
Sister City agreement also complements the South Australian

► Bike Spokes, June 2014 (Image courtesy Adelaide City Council)

Government’s economic partnership with Shandong, a 26
year old sister-state relationship to forge closer cultural ties.
Throughout late 2013, the Committee took an interest in
steps towards developing this new relationship with such an
important city from a major trading partner.

The Government (Department of Environment Water and
Natural Resources) is working towards establishing a
Building Upgrade Finance mechanism for South Australia.
This voluntary mechanism assists building owners to
access commercial loans to improve the energy, water and
environmental efficiency of existing commercial buildings.
Based on advice from the Premier’s Climate Change
Council in 2012, the Government investigated the potential
for implementing a Building Upgrade Finance Scheme in
partnership with the Council and the Local Government
Association of South Australia. This led to the creation of
a business model and business case, with Cabinet giving
approval in October 2013 to develop enabling draft legislation
for consultation with stakeholders. The draft Local Government
(Building Upgrade Agreements) Amendment Bill 2014 was
released in January 2014 for a ten-week public consultation
period, closing in April 2014. Feedback from the property,
finance and local government sectors was received, informing
the finalised draft Bill, expected to be introduced in Parliament
before the end of 2014. Consistent with the Government’s
election commitment, funding of $475,000 per annum over
four years has been allocated to implement the mechanism,
commencing in the 2014-2015 financial year. Subject to the
passage of legislation through Parliament, the funding will be
used primarily towards the operation of a central administrator,
to act on councils’ behalf to facilitate and promote the building
upgrade agreements, process applications, and undertake
other administrative functions.

The Shandong Sister Province relationship with South Australia
is one of its oldest, at 26 years. Thus plans for the forthcoming
Oz Asia Festival in September 2014 – with its program focus
on Shandong – were also of interest to the Committee. The
Festival’s pre-launch event in June 2014 previewed elements
of the Shandong program and performances, which will
feature prestigious companies and some exclusive events.
This Festival is an important opportunity to demonstrate
cultural reciprocity. The Government is facilitating the visit of a
delegation from Shandong.
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CONNECTED
SMART CITY

► Banner, AdelaideFree WiFi: Capitalising on the Benefits for City Business

Forum 2014, Adelaide Festival Centre, Adelaide, June 2014

Globally, cities are becoming ‘smarter’ and better connected
with the goal of improving people’s lives and making cities
more productive, liveable and sustainable. For Adelaide, the
launch of the AdelaideFree WiFi network in June 2014 was
another important step in this evolution. With over 200 outdoor
wireless access points across the CBD, the network is one
of the largest of its kind in the western world, offering infinite
possibilities for business innovation and growth. Adelaide
FreeWiFi was developed as a partnership of the Government
(Department of State Development), the Council and Internode.
The network means that 97% of the CBD is now a WiFi
hotspot, enabling ‘mobile office’ opportunities across the city;
supporting innovative location-based marketing; providing free
internet access to all city businesses, residents and visitors;
and creating endless opportunities to drive innovation in city
and business services. It will also help revitalise squares,
laneways and streets as places for people to work, study and
communicate with friends and relatives, making Adelaide a
more vibrant place.
Opening up government data to industry, community groups,
digital entrepreneurs and start-up companies enables that
data to be used in a range of creative and useful ways.
Recognising this, the Government (under its Declaration of
Open Data) and Council (under its Digital Strategy 2012-16
Connect Adelaide) commenced work on an Open Data Action
Plan in 2013. The project will provide for data to be released
in a coordinated and secure way and facilitate its use to create
value. As part of this work the inaugural open data competition
‘Unleashed’ was held in 2013. It demonstrated the benefits
of providing government data to business and the community
with more than 100 digital entrepreneurs using government
data to create new ideas, mobile applications, visualisation
tools and websites for entry into the competition.

► Hub Adelaide, Peel Street, Adelaide, January 2014

(image courtesy Hub Adelaide)

Council rolled out a digital enterprise program for small city
business and social media strategy during the 2013–2014
financial year. This happened under Council’s Digital Strategy
2012-16 Connect Adelaide, which provides the overarching
framework, strategic direction, and guiding principles for
delivering a well connected city with empowered communities,
through the smart use of technology.

ENTREPRENEURIAL
ADELAIDE

As a result of the Committee’s Emerging Leaders Forum in
2012, a key recommendation was implemented to establish
a location for co-working and entrepreneurial endeavors with
onsite support. With support and funding from a partnership
involving the Government, the State Bank and Microsoft, a
consultative process was undertaken to develop a suitable
model. In September 2013, HUB Adelaide, located in Peel
Street, was launched and provides a space for: diverse
industries to emerge and grow into successful businesses;
young entrepreneurs, businesses and government agencies to
exchange ideas and collaborate; and government agencies and
private industry to mentor, educate and support emerging ideas.
Over the course of the year, Hub Adelaide’s membership has
grown to over 160, with 29% being permanent and 60%
freelancers, entrepreneurs and small business. The shared
spaces are fostering business connections among the members
and diverse events have been held, attracting a wide audience
(e.g. Open House Adelaide, mixed bag lunch, keynote speakers,
master classes, professional development sessions).

The Council initiated ‘The City of Entrepreneurs’ project,
working with members of Adelaide’s ‘entrepreneurial
ecosystem’ to look at ways to improve conditions for this
thriving sector, to drive innovation, new business creation and
job growth. From convening a series of working groups to
champion initiatives (networking and relationships, education
and advice, access to investment, and promotion), holding a
Branding Workshop on an effective communications strategy,
to staging a public forum in the Town Hall, this work has
continued with the goal of accelerating momentum. The
Government (Department of State Development) has also
supported activities for this initiative.
Following broad sector and industry consultation by the
Government and Council, the Government has funded and
led the remediation of the former St Pauls Function Centre
to establish a Creative Arts Centre. Located on the corner of
Pulteney Street and Flinders Street, the space will be home to
a new collaborative co-workspace (approximately 1,100m2) for
South Australian creative industries and innovation sectors. It
will house organisations, musicians and entrepreneurs, among
them the state’s peak music association, Music SA. In addition
it will provide business skills and mentoring to the arts and
creative industries, and links to Australian and global markets.
Two key components of this project have included establishing
the Music Development Office and a new industry led hightech music cluster.
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“For Adelaide to be one of the world’s great cities, it must have a
nightlife that is both vibrant and safe.”
The Hon John Rau MP, October 2013

EARLY EVENING
EXPERIENCE
AND LATE NIGHT
ECONOMY

► Rundle Street, Adelaide, August 2013

► Leigh Street, Adelaide, June 2014

Night time Adelaide has been a major focus of the Capital
City Committee’s work for many years. In 2013–2014, using
the ideas and discussion generated through the Committee’s
Forum 2013, Growing Adelaide’s Evening Economy, a
strategy for creating a vibrant, safe and diverse night time
economy in the city was developed as a joint Council and
Government plan, through the Capital City Committee.
Good Evening, Adelaide! focuses on these key areas as the
levers for boosting the night time experience in Adelaide:
city information; diversity of entertainment offered; transport
options; city safety and amenity; and city policy and legislation.

Another important initiative in this area was the Government
initiated ‘Citizens’ Jury’, on the subject of a vibrant and safe
Adelaide nightlife, to deliberate and make recommendations.
The 43 people on the Jury met between July and October
2013, for five all day meetings, providing a report at the end
of this period containing seven headline recommendations
and 22 sub recommendations for improving the safety and
vibrancy of Adelaide’s nightlife. Along with a range of other
organisations and individuals the Committee made a submission
to the Jury for consideration as part of their deliberations. In
handing down their report the Jury acknowledged that Adelaide
nightlife is already vibrant and safe when compared to similar
cities interstate and overseas. Jury recommendations focused
on the key areas of city promotion and event information;
diversity of entertainment offering; alcohol legislation;
transport; education; infrastructure planning and medical.

New initiatives coming out of the process will continue
to be monitored by the Committee and reported on the
Government’s ‘Your Say’ website.
The Committee was also involved in initiatives associated
with the Government’s ‘Safe Communities, Healthy
Neighbourhoods’ strategic priority. These include the
Rediscover Hindley event held in December 2013 – which saw
Hindley Street closed to traffic for an evening of local food,
wine, music and festivity – and the Sammy D Foundation’s
Great Night Out campaign, assisted by Government, to support
young people to enjoy a safe night out. In addition, the new
Late Night Code of Practice under South Australia’s Liquor
Licensing Act 1997 took effect in October 2013, and has seen
positive results in terms of reducing the incidence of late night
alcohol related violence in the city.
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ENGAGEMENT AND
COMMUNICATIONS

► Capital City Committee Forum 2014, Adelaide Festival Centre, Adelaide,

June 2014 (left) Michael L Reid, (right top) Participants, (right bottom) The
Hon John Rau MP, Deputy Premier and Committee Chair, Opening Address

CITY WALKING TOUR 2013
On 19 November 2013, the Capital City Committee took part
in a walking tour in the East End of the city. The purpose
was to inform and enable members to experience the city’s
evolving East End, its growth and diversity in terms of small
and creative new businesses, and the importance of public
realm development including public art, design and placemaking initiatives. Highlights from the walking tour included
discussion around small bar licenses, the growth of Ebenezer
Place as a component of the mixed-use development in
the area, the importance of quality of the public realm and

public art in the Rundle Street precinct, and the transition
from mobile to fixed premise business. The final stop for the
Committee on the walking tour was the launch of the Good
Evening, Adelaide! Strategy, which aimed to improve and guide
what is on offer in the city after 5pm. The Premier and Lord
Mayor spoke about the importance of the Government and
Council working together to support a diverse range of events
and businesses, bridging the gap between the day and night,
boosting the evening and night time economies and improving
people’s experience of the city after 5pm.

FORUM 2014 –‘ADELAIDEFREE WIFI:
CAPITALISING ON THE BENEFITS FOR
CITY BUSINESS’
The Capital City Committee’s annual Forum is its flagship
event to engage city stakeholders on a city priority. Forum
2014 brought city business, industry groups and tech leaders
together to hear about AdelaideFree, the city’s new outdoor
wireless network, its benefits and possibilities, as well as
latest global trends on city and business innovation using WiFi
and digital technology.
The Forum was held at the Festival Theatre on 26 June 2014
and attracted some 80 participants. Speakers included The
Hon John Rau MP, Deputy Premier and Committee Chair; Lord
Mayor Stephen Yarwood; and representatives of Internode,
Cisco, Deloitte, communikate et al; as well as developers of
award winning city mobile apps. The Deputy Premier and Lord
Mayor both acknowledged the important role of the network in

the city’s evolution as a digitally connected, 21st century city.
Speakers from Internode and Cisco talked about the capacity
and possibilities of the network. Research from Deloitte
Access Economics demonstrated how important it is for small
business to understand and use digital technology as part of
their business strategy.
Of those who completed a post Forum evaluation survey, 90%
planned to or had taken action as a result of attending; from
promoting AdelaideFree WiFi to customers, members and
peers to trialing the apps showcased. AdelaideFree WiFi is
a partnership of the Government through the Department of
State Development, Council and Internode.

► (right to left) Premier Jay Weatherill and Business Owner,

Rob Dean, Burger Theory, Adelaide, November 2013

“Adelaide, in rolling out (AdelaideFree WiFi) is realising a dream
to be a world class, digitally, connected city that has the right
infrastructure for the 21st century.”
The Rt Hon the Lord Mayor Stephen Yarwood, Capital City Committee Forum, 26 June 2014
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► Rediscover Hindley, Hindley Street, December 2014

RESEARCH AND
PARTNERSHIPS

During this reporting period the Directorate supported the
Committee’s research program, initiated new research
and partnership activities, continued convening its policy
round-tables, and maintained involvement in many working
groups and committees. The Directorate’s representation on
such groups has been invaluable as a means of reinforcing
links with the Committee’s work, generating ideas for new
initiatives, and connecting the work of many involved in the
important quest to revitalize the city.
► Hub Adelaide, Peel Street, Adelaide, January 2014

(image courtesy Hub Adelaide)

The Committee received a final report of its review of
the Adelaide city CCTV system in October 2013, having
announced its intention to commence this work in October
2012. The review involved research by the Directorate into
CCTV in the city and in other jurisdictions, case studies on
leading CCTV technologies, and consultation with many
stakeholders involved in the city CCTV system including
developing ideas for improvement. The aim of the review was
to ensure the Government and the Council are getting the best
value from the CCCTV system and to create a framework that
is responsive to future change and makes the most of the
overall investment in CCTV. The Committee’s internal report
influenced the subsequent development of the Government’s
‘safe city’ policies and Council operations.
The Directorate designed a research project into Adelaide’s
small and niche venues, to profile the users of small venues
and to gain insights into why small venues and bars are popular
from the point of view of both patrons and owners. During this
reporting period, the project gathered and analysed the views of
venue patrons (through a focus group and an online survey) and
owners (via interviews), for reporting to the Committee.

As part of its research into local views about change in the
city of Adelaide and successful collaboration, the Directorate
interviewed an eclectic selection of Adelaide identities, with
expertise in creative and tech sectors, property and placemaking, and brand and innovation strategies. Each was asked
about their favourite change in the city, an Adelaide treasure,
their best collaborative project, the key to working together,
and their secret city lunch spot. Interviews from the ‘Lunch
Box City Stories’ were posted on the Committee’s website.
In line with the Committee’s commitment to entrepreneurs, the
Directorate facilitated a partnership event with Open House
Adelaide in May 2014, supporting six co-work spaces in the
city and surrounds to stage a ‘Hub Crawl’, as one of several
suggested itineraries. People were invited to explore Adelaide’s
growing network of exciting co-work spaces for talented
freelancers, artists and teams. They could tour CBD spaces,
venture to the city’s fringe, and consider riding the crawl on
a free Adelaide City Bike. Hubs could be visited for graphic
artists, designers and contemporary visual arts, business
start-ups and tech entrepreneurs, a multi-disciplinary creative
space, and a live broadcast music studio. Spaces open for
the Hub Crawl were Hub Adelaide, Level One – Soundpond,
Majoran Distillery Co-working, The Mill, Adelaide, Tooth and
Nail Gallery, and Fontanelle Gallery and Studio.

During the 2013–2014 financial year, the Directorate
represented the Capital City Committee on working groups
and committees, the main ones being:
»» Creating a Vibrant City, Department of Planning, Transport &
Infrastructure – Senior Officers Group
»» New RAH Arts Project, SA Health Partnership
– Project Arts Group
»» Centre for Housing, Urban & Regional Planning, University
of Adelaide – Reference Group
»» City Mag, Masthead Publications – Editorial Advisory Group.
A Local and State Government partnership (Adelaide City
Council, City of Playford, Department of State Development)
brought Charles Landry of COMEDIA to Adelaide during 2013
to replicate the ‘Creative City Index’ for greater Adelaide.
Throughout the process, the Directorate participated in various
working groups and surveys. The Capital City Committee link
with Charles Landry’s work goes back to supporting him as
the inaugural Adelaide Thinker in Residence in 2003.
The Directorate convened another gathering on new city
research. Senior policy officers from Council and Government
agencies were invited to a teleconference with Craig Allchin
of Six Degrees Urban, to discuss his firm’s report Adelaide
Fine Grain: A Strategy for Strengthening the Fine Grain of the
Adelaide City Centre, prepared for Council. The report aimed
to advise the Council on the most effective ways to activate
the smaller streets and spaces of Adelaide’s city centre.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1: CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE –
LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS
The City of Adelaide Act 1998 in Part 2 ‘Collaborative arrangements for the
strategic development of Adelaide’ under Section 10 (1) sets out the ‘Function of
the Capital City Committee’, which states:
“The Capital City Committee is established as an intergovernmental body to
enhance and promote the development of the City of Adelaide as the Capital City of
the State and, for that purpose, may:

»» Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, Minister Assisting the Minister for
Planning, Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing and Urban Development,
the Hon Stephen Mullighan MP (5 May 2014 to 30 June 2014)
»» The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Stephen Yarwood (from 1 July 2013 to
30 June 2014)
»» Deputy Lord Mayor, Area Councillor City of Adelaide, Natasha Malani (from
1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014)
»» Central Ward Councillor City of Adelaide, Megan Hender (from 1 July 2013 to
30 June 2014).

a. Identify and promote key strategic requirements for the economic, social,
physical and environmental development and growth of the City of Adelaide as
the primary focus for the cultural, educational, tourism, retail and commercial
activities of South Australia

APPENDIX 3: CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE –
SENIOR OFFICERS GROUP MEMBERSHIP

b. Promote and assist in the maximisation of opportunities for the effective
coordination of public and private resources to meet the key strategic
requirements identified by the Committee, and recommend priorities for
joint action by the State Government and the Adelaide City Cowuncil (within
established budget processes and programs)

The City of Adelaide Act 1998 in Part 2 ‘Collaborative arrangements for the strategic
development of Adelaide’ under Section 13 sets out ‘Subcommittees’ and gives the
Committee these convening powers:

c. Monitor the implementation of programs designed to promote the
development of the City of Adelaide
d. Make provision for the publication (as appropriate) of key strategies, goals
and commitments relevant to the development and growth of the City of
Adelaide that have been agreed by the parties who are (or will be) required to
undertake responsibility for their implementation or delivery
e. Collect, analyse and disseminate information about the economic, social,
physical and environmental development of the City of Adelaide, with
particular emphasis on assessing outcomes and identifying factors that will
encourage or facilitate future development within the City of Adelaide
f.

Take on other tasks incidental to the preceding paragraphs.”

APPENDIX 2: CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE –
MEMBERSHIP
The City of Adelaide Act 1998 in Part 2 ‘Collaborative arrangements for the strategic
development of Adelaide’ under Section 7 (1) sets out ‘Membership of the Capital
City Committee’, which says that it should consist of the following members:
»» The Premier, or a Minister nominated by the Premier
»» Two other Ministers nominated by the Premier
»» The Lord Mayor or, if the Lord Mayor chooses not to be a member of the
Committee, another member of Adelaide City Council nominated by the Council
»» Two other members of the Adelaide City Council nominated by the Council.
During the financial year 2013–2014 the Committee Members were:
»» Premier of South Australia, the Hon Jay Weatherill MP (from 1 July 2013 to
4 May 2014)

»» The Capital City Committee may establish subcommittees
»» The membership of the subcommittee will be determined by the Committee
and may, but need not, consist of or include, members of the Committee.
During 2013–2014 the Committee’s Senior Officers Group consisted of these Members:
»» Group Executive Director, Arts and Cultural Affairs, Department of the Premier
and Cabinet, Alexandra Reid (Chair)
»» Chief Executive, Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure,
Rod Hook (to May 2014)
»» Deputy Chief Executive, Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure,
John Hanlon
»» Acting Deputy Chief Executive, Department of Planning, Transport and
Infrastructure, Andrew McKeegan (from June 2014)
»» Chief Executive Officer, Department for Manufacturing, Innovation, Trade,
Resources and Energy, Geoff Knight (from June 2014)
»» General Manager, City and Organisational Development, Adelaide City Council,
Jane Booth (from June 2014)
»» Chief Executive Officer, Adelaide City Council, Peter Smith
»» General Manager, City Culture and Community Services, Adelaide City Council,
Sandy Verschoor
»» Director, Capital City Committee Directorate, Vicki Evans.

APPENDIX 4: CAPITAL CITY COMMITTEE –
DIRECTORATE
During the financial year 2013–2014 the Capital City Committee Directorate
executive and staff comprised:
»» Director, Vicki Evans, 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014

»» Deputy Premier; Attorney General; Minister for Justice Reform; Minister for
Planning; Minister for Housing and Urban Development; Minister for Industrial
Relations, the Hon John Rau MP (from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014)

»» Manager Strategy and Research, Joe Noone, 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014

»» Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, Minister for Housing and Urban
Development, the Hon Tom Koutsantonis MP (from 1 July 2013 to 4 May 2014)

»» Acting Executive and Administrative Support Officer, Ryan Piekarski,
1 July 2013 to 28 February 2014

»» Minister for Manufacturing and Innovation, Minister for Automotive
Transformation, Minister for the Public Sector, the Hon Susan Close MP
(5 May 2014 to 30 June 2014)

»» Acting Executive and Administrative Support Officer, Belinda Berry,
31 March 2014 to 30 June 2014.

»» Strategic Projects Manager, Michelle Mader-Rendell, 1 July 2013 to
30 June 2014
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