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THE population of Adelaide’s heart is soaring, as apartment towers change 
the skyline and an affordable lifestyle culture transforms the social 
landscape. 
 
In the past decade, an extra 7000 residents have moved into the City of 
Adelaide to be surrounded by funky bars, restaurants and cafes, and the 
crowds drawn by the updated Adelaide Oval. 
 
The municipality’s population is now almost 23,000 — a 45 per cent increase 
since 2004 and the biggest rise of any SA council area over that time, 
Australian Bureau of Statistics figures reveal. 
 
Next best is Roxby Downs, with 27 per cent. 
 
City council records show that 4805 apartments have been approved in the 
past decade. 
 
Deputy Lord Mayor Houssam Abiad said there was a “myriad of reasons why 
people want to live in the City of Adelaide, and being named in the world’s 
top five most liveable cities reflects this”. 
 
“The ... strategic plan is all about making our city more accessible, liveable, 
prosperous and environmentally sustainable,” he said. 
 
“With more people wanting to live in our vibrant city, a large number of CBD 
development applications are in the pipeline. This will help with plans to 
increase city residents to 50,000 by 2040.” 
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The migration to the CBD has involved a city real estate boom, with council 
approving 4805 apartments in the past 10 years. In that time, Adelaide house 
prices have increased by 90 per cent to a median $760,000, while apartment 
prices have jumped 45 per cent to $430,000. 
 
Real Estate Institute of SA president Greg Moulton said the CBD’s population 
was rising from a low base. 
 
“We’ve had one of the lowest number of people living in the CBD — not only 
in Australia but in the world,” he said. 
 
“There are a wide variety of people being attracted to city living, from 
students to young professionals and eastern suburbs people selling up 
houses and moving into lock-and-leave apartments.” 



 
Research firm finder.com.au, which analysed the ABS data, said the CBD 
population growth might have been spurred “due to Adelaide being much 
more affordable than other capital city CBDs across Australia”. 
 
First-time homebuyer Tess Farrell, 27, who purchased a worker’s cottage in 
the city’s southwest corner last month, said the CBD is “an exciting place for 
a young person to live”. 
 
“I love the vibrancy. There are lots of cafes, restaurants, small bars and the 
Central Market nearby,” the communications employee said. “The city is a 
great place to be and I thought it better to buy now before it gets much 
harder.” 


