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CITY OF ADELAIDE PRIZE – THERE CAN ONLY BE ONE WINNER OR IS THAT TWO? 

 
In 2014, one architectural firm took out both awards, in 2015 two projects are sharing one award 
with the City of Adelaide Prize winner announcement tonight by Lord Mayor Martin Haese at the 
annual South Australian Architecture Awards dinner. 
 
Sponsored by Council, the Prize is a category of the prestigious State Architecture Awards which 
recognises innovation and excellence in enhancing the public realm of the city. 
 
Adelaide Oval Redevelopment and the Riverbank Bridge have been jointly awarded the City of 
Adelaide Prize with judges stating the two developments are a powerful design force and unique in 
the way that one complements the other. 
 
SA Chapter President of the Australian Institute of Architects, David Homburg said the judges had 
difficulty ascertaining which development took the lead when it comes to design. 
 
“The jury compared the inseparability of the Adelaide Oval Redevelopment and the Riverbank Bridge 
projects to that of a kangaroo and its tail: A roo has a tail. Or does the tail have the roo? All we know 
is that the roo doesn’t go far without its tail,” said David. 
 
“Together the Oval and the Bridge work in harmony in reactivating the Riverbank Precinct, each 

recognise the other’s contribution to place within the bigger context of park, river and city. These 

two icons for the city are deserving joint-winners of this year’s Prize.” 

Members of the public were given the chance to vote for their favourite entry for the People’s 
Choice Award, which went to the Princess Elizabeth Play Space located in the south west of the city 
on South Terrace.   
 
The redesign of the play space cleverly incorporates contemporary design principles including 
universal access, cognitive, sensory, passive and creative play opportunities whilst remaining 
sympathetic to the original 1929 design of the space. 
 
“Adelaide City Council has developed an extensive play space strategy which includes the 
redevelopment of the Princess Elizabeth Play Space, and we have so much more to do, but it’s 
absolutely wonderful to see such an attractive space combining the old with the new,” said Martin. 
 
“Congratulations to everyone who was part of this awards process: the submissions and projects 
really are outstanding.  It’s wonderful to see our city and our Adelaide architects and designers doing 
such innovative work for the people that live in, work and visit the city.” 
 
This year’s jury was chaired by Phil Harris of Troppo Architects from the Australian Institute of 
Architects and comprised the following jurors Adelaide City Council Councillor Robert Simms, Carina 
Green from the Australian Institute of Architects, Sandy Rix from the Planning Institute of Australia 
and Andrew Wallace from the Design Institute of Australia. 
 
For more information visit voice.architecture.com.au or adelaidecitycouncil.com/cityofadelaideprize 
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